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To 
my beloved daughter 
F, R. Harrison 
who encouraged me 
and assisted financially 
in this publication 
this volume is affectionately 
dedicated. 


G. DEUTSCH oa tees 
3600 Wilson Ave. neh! 
Cincinnati, O. 


Mr. L. Harrison, 
Dear Sir:— 

The printed specimen and also some manuscript 

specimens of the translation of the Bible into modern Yiddish 


was presented to me. 


7 This litérary enterprise must be divorced from the 


question whether Yiddish will survive, or whether its survival 
is to be encouraged. Yiddish is a language, or to be more pre- 
cise, a dialect, which is speken by millions of Jews, to whom 
it is the only language that they are able to read and write. 
Such people deserve an apportuniny of reading the Bible. The 
old Yiddish translations, dating back fer centuries are written 
in an antiquated style, and are more paraphrases than trans- 
lations. 

Therefore you ought to be commended for giving 
them a modern Yiddish which keeps up with the development 
of the language under modern environments. 

The specimens which you have submitted to me 
are also tobe commended frem the point of view of 
modern exegesis. | 

In conclusion, I express the hope that your work 
will find the necesary support. 

G. Deutsch 
Hebrew Union College. 
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Louis Harrison Esq‘ © °°’ 
Worcester, Mass. 
Dear Sir:— 


I read proofs of your translation of the Bible into 
modern Yiddish and find it to possess merits in which it ex- 


eels other translations that have gone before. 


you are particularly to be commended on the ex- 
tensive use you have made of Hebrew commentaries, a source 
of valuable information frequently neglected by modern Bible 
students. | 


Your translation will be a boon to many 
who understand the Yiddish language, and some of your 
original renderings will also make it invaluable to 


every lover of the Bible. 


I trust that God will prosper you in your under- 
taking, and that your translation will win the favor from the 
public of which it is deserving. 


Yours very faithfully 
H. Abramovitz 
Rabbi Shaar Hashomayim Cong. 


Montreal, P. Q. 


The well known Rabbi M. M, Eichler, Boston, Mass., 
in his letter of commendation, says, in- part: 
*‘Should you succeed to publish it, it will fill 
@ long feit want. 
you have my best wishes for the successful carry~ 
ag out of your project“. 


The scholarly Rabbi P. Israely Roxbury, Mass. writes: 

“It is prebably the most scholarly translation of the 
Old Testament, and will be helpful indeed to every diligent 
student ef the Bible,,. 


Rev. Dr. I. M. Davidson, says: 
,, the work being done by you in bringing before the 
public a popular yet scholarly translation of the Bible is de- 
serving the greatest commendation. 


While making extensive use of both earlier and modern 
Bible commentators you have nevertheless succeeded in giv- 
‘ing it an originality of expression and felicity of language 
that will make it mest welcome both to the scholar and lay- 
men, and it is unqualifiedly deserving of assistance and fur- 
therance. 

Rabbi Ceng. Bnai Israel, 
Youngstoun, Ohio. 


Mr. L. Harrison 
Worcester, Mass. 


Dear Sir:— 


I read parts of your translation of the Bible into 
,,modern Yiddish‘‘ and found that you follow, in your render- 
s ings of the Hebrew text, the latest commentators, in 
some passages you are quite original. 

A work of this kind will, in my opinion, help a 
great deal to the appreciation of the bible. 

There are millions of our people to whom the Bible 
is a book with seven seals. they do not know the Hebrew and 
a good translation into Yiddish, the only language they do 
understand, was not offered to them. Therefore you deserve 
the greatest commendation in offering them such a 
translation now and every one ought to assist in the pub- 


lication of this work. 
Jacob Z. Lauterbach, 
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati. 
Sub-Editor of the 


Jewish Encyclopedia. 
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ECCLESIASTES ~ 
Lectures of Coheleth 


Son of David, king in Jerusalem. 


—j— 


The introductory thought and constant refrain. 


Vanity of vanities, (says Coheleth:) 
Vanity of vanities, 
All — vanity. 


What profit has man of all his toil, 
That he toils under the sun? 


Generations come, 
Generations pass; 


“But the world abides forever. 


The sun rises, 
The sun sets; 
Racing to its place, 


There to shine again. 


‘<< RCOCLESIASTES CH. 1. 


10 


It 


'° “he wird travels ‘to the south, 
Then revolves toward the north; 
Whirling, whirling goes the wind, 
And returns to its circuit again. 


All rivers flow to the sea, 

Yet the sea is never full; 
For into the place where the rivers flow, 
From there they return to flow again. 


All speech fails: 

Man cannot utter it, 
The eye is not satisfid with seeing; 
Nor the ear filled with hearing. 


What has been — shall be; 
What has been done will be done; 
And there is nothing new under the stn. 


If one should say of a thing: 
‘See! this is new!’’ 
It has already existed long ago, 


In ages passed, before us. 


But of the former there is no remembranée, 
And of those to come shall also be no remembrance, 


By a still later generation. 


ECCLESIASTES CH. 1. 


12 
13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


ens a 
MONOLOGUE Bir 
Fi:st experience, The vanity of knowledge. 


I, Coheleth, (“was king over Israel in J erusalem} 


And I devoted my heart to investigate and to exploré 
with wisdom, concerning everything that occurs under 
heaven:~It is a difficult matter which God has imposed 
upon man to weary with. 


I looked on all the works performed under the sun: 
and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. 


Crooked cannot be straightened; 
And wanting cannot be numbered: 


Then said I in my heart, thus: 
Behold I have acquired a higher and greater wisdorii 
than all who were in Jerusalem before me, and I have 


great experience in wisdom and knowledge. 


Therefore I devoted my heart to know; 
Wisdom and knowledge, 
Madness and folly; 
And I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit: 


For in much wisdom, 
Is much grief; 
And increase of knowledge, 


Increases the pain. 


°) being~in my Yiddish translation. 


ECCLESIASTES CH. 2. 


CH. II. 
ae ae Nae 
Second experienee, Vanity of riches and pleasure. 
Consequently said I in my heart:— 
,,cCome now, I will try you with pleasure and enjoy 
happiness’’ 
And beheld this also is vanity. 
Laughter, I called, madness; 
And mirth—what does it accomplish? 
Therfore I resolved in my heart:— 
To cherish my body with wine; 
My mind guiding with wisdom, 
And lay hold of folly, untill I determine, 
What is best for mankind to practice 
' In the few days of their life, under heaven? 
I undertook great works: 
I built palaces; 
Planted vineyards; 

Laid out gardens and parks; 
And planted there all kinds of fruit trees; 

I constructed reservoirs; 
To water the grove of young growing trees, 
I purchased men and women servants, 
And had servants born in my house; 
I also had great possessions of cattle and sheep; 
Surpassing all before me in Jerusalem. 
I also amassed silver and gold 
Precious treasures of kings and kingdoms; 
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Trained men and women singers; 
— Oriental beauties — 
And all the luxuries of mankind. 


9 Thus I became more wealthy and more influential, 
Than all who were in Jerusalem before me; 
My wisdom also remained with me. 


10 All that my eyes wishd for, naught I refused, 
I did not deny my heart any pleasure; 
For my heart rejoyced in all my endeavors; 
And that was my reward for all my efforts. 


ll But when I considered all the works that my hands 
had done, the things that I had striven to accomplish; 
And beheld: all is vanity — vexation of spirit, 


No advantage under the sun. 
aa! Lee 


Third experience, The wise man and the fool 


have the same end. 


12 Then I turned to consider: 
Wisdom, madness and folly; 
(For what ean a man do who succeeds a king 
when he has done it already ?) 


13 And I observed: 
That wisdom excels folly, 
As light excels darkness. 
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14 The sage has eyes in his head; 
But the ignorant walks in darkness. 
Yet I also know that one event awaits them all 
15 Then I mused:— 
If the fate of the ignorant will also happen to me, 
Why, then, am I the wiser? 
And I murmured: this also is vanity. 
16 For there is no eternal rememberance either of the 
instructed or of the ignorant; 
In the days to come all will be forgotten; 
But why is it that the wise man die like the fool? 
17 Then I hated life; 
I had aversion to everything performed under the sun, 
For all is vanity — vexation of spirit. 
418 And I also hated all my toil, 
That I have toiled under the sun} 
For I must leave it to my successor. 
i9 And who knows if he will be wise or foolish ? 
Yet he will be the master over all my toil that I have toiled, 
And so wisely planned under the sun ! 


This also is vanity. 
—§ + e 
The useiessness of great achievmenis. 


20 Thus I have given up in despair; 
Concerning all the labor I performed under the suf. 
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25 


26 


Here is a man whose laborious life has been 
A master-piece of wisdom, inteligence and skill; 
Yet he must leave it to one, who never toiled for it, 
as his portion, 
What vanity ! what abuse ! 
For, indeed, what remains to a man for all his cares 
and troubles, 
which he has taken upon himself under the sun? 
All his days pain; 
his occupation grief; 
Even at night his mind has no rest. 
O vanity ! 


BAN | igre 
No real pleasure. It is a divine ordinance, 


No, there is no real happiness for man; 
Even what he eats, drinks and other pleasures that he 
gets out of his toil, I have concluded, that it is a divine 
ordinance. 


For who may eat and indulge without him®)?. 


To whomsoever He pleases:— 

He gives wisdom, knowledge and pleasure; 
But to the offender, He assigns the task; 

To hoard and amass for the man He approves. 


Again vanity — vexation of spirit. 


(° ss emended to 131. 
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Everythiug 1s good or bad according to the moment. 


Everything and every purpose under heaven, 
Has a fixed season and an appointed time. 


A time for birth, 

A time for death; 

A time to plant, 
And a time to uproot. 


A time to kill, 

A time to heal; 

A time to break, 
And a time to build. 


A time to weep, 

A time to laugh; 

A time to mourn, 
And a time to dance, 


A time te scatter stones, 
A time to gather stones; 
A time to embrace, 

And a time to repel. 
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A time to seek, 
A time to lose; 
A time to keep, 
And a time to spend. 


A time to rend, 

A time to mend; 

A time to keep silence, 
And a time to speak. 


A time to love, 

A time to hate: 

A time for war, 
And a time for peace. 


What gain has a worker in planning? (/f adi is deter 
mined beforehand) 


I have examined the problem, 
Which God has given to mankind to exercise with. 


He has made everything beautiful in its proper time: 

Also the world-problem He presented in their mind, 

In such a way that, from one end to the other, 
They cannet understand his intent. 
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Ce Pe 
It is impossible to reform the world from the state in which 
God has made it, 
12 Therefore I concluded that there is nothing better for them, 
Than the enjoiment of doing good in life. 
13 And also that every man should eat and drink, 
And find pleasure in all his toil as God has given to them. 


14 I clearly see that all God has done, 
will remain for eternity, 
No adding to it, 
And no deminishing from it; 


And this he does that men may fear him. 


15 What was, is present now; 
The future will repeat the past, 
For God demands this pursuance. 


— 9 — 


New observations. Injustice reigns on the earth. Man’s end 
is as that of an animal, 


16 Again I observed under the sun; 
Wickedness takes the place of justice; 
And transgression — the place of righteousness. 
17. Then I said in my heart: 
The righteous and the wicked God will judge; 
For there is a set time for every purpose — (here), 
And (a reward) for every (good) deed — there. 
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I also reflected in my mind, 
About the chimera of mankind:— 
That they, only, are ‘‘God’s chosen ones’’ 
And I have observed: ,,that they by themselves 


9? 


Are mere beasts. 


For chance are the sons of men; 
And chance is beast; F 
One chance is to both of them; 
As one dies so dies the other; 
For both have one breath; 
Preeminence of men over beasts there is none; 


Fer both are vanity. 


Both go to the same place: 
Both come from dust; 
And beth return to dust. 


Whe knows that the spirit of men when it goes, 
ascends ? 

And that the breath ef the beasts when it goes, 
descends ? 


Then I perceived that there is nothing better, 
Than that a man should rejoice in his work, 
For that is his reward; 
For who can bring him to see, 


What may happen after him? 
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CH. 4. — 10 — 


Another observation, Oppression ts everywhere triumphant, 


Life and activity conceived as an evil, 


1 Then, again, I observed all the oppressions; 
Which are practiced under the sun; 
And behold, the tears of the oppressed, 
who have no consolation; 
And the power on the side of the oppressors, 


who have no consciousness’) 


2 Therefore I congratulated the dead, who died long ago, 
More than the living who now survive. 
3 But better than both of them is he who has not 
been born yet, 
Who has not seen the suffering, 


That is produced under the sun. 


4 I also turned and examined every effort, 
And every succesful work; 
That it was the result of jealousy, 
The desire to surpass his neighbour, 
Another vanity — vexation of spirit. 
5 Again, he who folds his hands, 


And lives on what he has — is a fool. 


6 Better a handful of quiet happiness, 


Than both hands full with anxiety and vain cares. 


°) pms emended to pms. 
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13 
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es 5 eae 
Life is no value to the solitary man. 
Again I turned about and looked under the sun; 
And behold another vanity. 
There is one alone, no mate, no son nor brother; 
And yet there is no end to all his anxiety; 
Never satisfied with wealth; 
Nor asks: For whom do I toil and deprive myself 
of enjoiments ? 
This also is vanity and a poor judgment, 
Two are better than one; 
For they have a good reward in their toil. 
And if one falls his companion will lift him up, 
But woe to him who falls, when there is none 
to raise him up. 
Again if two lie together they will be warm; 
But how can one be warm alone? 
If one should be attacked, 
Two combine against him; 
And a threefold cord is not easily broken. 
it AO Ss 
The vanity of supposing that human affairs will make 
better progress under another government. 
Better a poor and wise child; 
Than an old and foolish king, 
Who will never learn inteligence:— 


For one comes to govern even from a prison; 


While the other suffers a reverse even in his kingdom. 
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15 _—siI saw all the living who walk under the sun, 
With the second child — that is his successor. 


16 There was no end to the enthusiasm of all the people — 
All whose leader he was — 
But also those who come after will not delight in him, 


Surely, this also is vanity and vexation of spirit. 


13 
Vanity of religion that does not demand a fear of God. 


17. Guard your foot when you go to the house of God; 
To obey is nearer fo divinity, 
Than the sacrifice of fools, 


Who know not that they practice evil. 
CH. V. 


1 Be not rash with your mouth; 
Nor hasty with your heart; 
To utter a word before God; 
For Ged dwells in heaven; 
And you here on earth, 


Therefore let your words be few. 


2 A dream comes with a multitude of business; 


And a fool’s voice with a multitude of words. 


3 When you vow a gift to God, delay not to pay it, 
For fools have no fixed purpose; 


Pay What you have promised. 
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Better not vow, 


Than vow and not pay. 


Do not allow your mouth to make you sin; 


And do not say to the messenger: ,,it was an error’’ 


Why should God be angry at your voice, 
And destroy your handiwork. } 


For in many dreams and words are many vanities. 
Better fear God. 


Oppressed and oppressors. 


If you see in a province the oppression of the poor, 
And distortion of justice and right, 
Do not marvel at the matter; 

For one high officer is watching above another, 


And there are higher ones above them. 


But an advantage to a country on the whole, 
Is a king who is devoted to his country. 


Vanity of monetary wealth, 


He who loves silver is never satisfied with silver; 
Nor he who loves many servants will profit by it, 


This also is vanity. 


16 
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For when wealth increases the consumers increase, 
And what is the owners gain? 
Exeept to see the fact with his eyes. 


Sweet is the laborers slumber; 
whether he eats little or much, 
' But the excess of the rich does not allow 
him to sleep. 


The folly of hoarding up wealth. 
There is a distressing misery which I have seen 
under the sun: 
Wealth guarded by its owner to his hurt. 


That wealth may perish by a bad speculation, 
And there is nothing left for his own son. 


As he came naked from his mothers womb, 


So shall he depart as he came, 
And will take nothing with him for all his labor. 


Yes, indeed, this also is a distressing misery: 
Exactly as he came so shall he go away, 


And what advantage has he that he labord for 
the wind? 


Also all his days are spent in darkness; 
Abundant sorrow, sickness and chafing wrath. | 


eae, | pp 


The ability to see good in anything ts Gods own gift. 


Therefore I have concluded: 
That it is better and fairer to eat, drink and enjoy, 
The fruit of his labor which he performed under 
the sun, 
During the number of days that God has granted him. 
For that is his true portion. 
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Also every man to whom God has given wealth, 
Great estate and empowered him to eat of it, 
To take his portion and rejoice in his work, 

Is Gods own gift. 


For, then, he will cease to think on lifes brevity; 
As God occupies him with the joy of his heart, 


. 6. 18 


The vanity of riches which one does not enjoy. 


There is another misery that I have seen under 


the sun: 


And one that weighs heavily upon mankind. 


A man to whom God has given riches, great estate 
and honor, 
So that all his desires are satisfied, 
But God has not empowered him to partake of it; 
For an entire stranger consumes it, 
This is vanity and a terrible misery. 


Even if a man had a hundred sons, . 
And lived as many years as he wished, 
But his soul unsatisfied with good, 

And had no burial: 
An abortion, I say, is preferable to him. 


For it came into vanity, 
Departed into darkness; 
And its name is wrapped in darkness. 


As it had not seen the sun nor known it, 
this has more rest than the other. 


Though he lived a thousand years twice over, 
And yet never saw any good— 
Do not all go to one place? 
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Vanity of virtuous efforts. Puny man against fate. 
All the labor of a man is for his mouth, 
Yet his appetite is not satisfied. 
What advantage has the wise man over the fool? 
And what the poor, though knowing, how to walk 
before tne living ? 
Better the sight of the eyes; 


Than the wandering of the desire, 
This also is vanity and vexation of spirit. 


What he is, long ago his name was called; 
And it is known that name was: Adam; 
And he cannot contend with one, 
So far in might excelling. 
For many words increase vanity, 
What gain has man? 
For who knows what is best for man in life? 
The numbered days of his worthless life which he 
spends like a shadow; 


Who can inform man what shall be after him, 
under the sun? 


A variety of proverbs. 


Better a good name than precious oil; 

And the day of death than the day of Birth. 
Better to visit a house of mourning, 

Than a house of feasting; 

For that reveals the end of every man, 

And the living will take it to heart. 
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Better serious than wanton mirth; 


For an earnest face shows deliberation. 


The heart of the wise seeks the house of grief; 
But the hearth of the foolish — the house of mirth. 


Better to hear the reproof of the wise; 


Than the praise-song of fools. 


For as the crackling of nettles under kettles, 
So is the laughter of fools. 


But this also is vanity. 


Extortion makes a wise man mad; 


And ruins his good disposition. 
aap Re 


Sundry maxims 


The end is better than the beginning; 


And patience succeeds better than passion. 


Be not hasty, then, to fly into a passion; 


for anger chooses its domicile in the bosom of fools. 


Say not: why is it that the former times were better 


than these? 
For such questioning comes not from wisdom. 
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11 Wisdom is good with an estate; 
And an advantage for those who look at the sunny . 
side of life. 


12 For wisdom is a shelter as wealth is a shelter; 
But wisdom has preeminece, 


As it procures long life to its possessor. 


: | | Consider the work of God: 
Who can make straight, 
What he has made bent? 


14 In the day of prosperity be joyful; 
. In the day of adversity be hopeful; 
For God has set one against the other 
In order that man may discover nothing after him. 


ee Bytes 


Wisdom consists in avoiding all extremes. 
15 ~All this have I seen in my aimless existence: 
A good man perishing by his goodness; 
And a bad man preserved by his crimes. 
16 Therefore I said: 
Be not over good; 
Nor over wise; 
Why be desolated ? 
17 Be not over wicked; . 
Nor play the fool: 
Why die before your time? 
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Better hold fast the one, 
Nor withdraw your hand from the other; 
For he who fears God shall come out of them all. 


Wisdom strengthens the wise man; 


More then ten rulers who may be in a city. 


A righteous man, on earth, is never found, 


Who does always good and never sins. 


Also give no heed to every word spoken; 
Less you may hear your own servants reviling you. 


For many a times as you well know, 


That you, yourself, have reviled others. 


— 2B — 


The search of wisdom leads to a severe judgment of women. 


23 


25 


All this I have essayed by wisdom, 
I said: ,,I will be wise’’, 


But it was far from me, 


That which exists is far off, 
And so exeedingly deep, who can find it? 


Then I turned about to know, to explore, 
To search for wisdom and rationalism; 
And to know evil, folly, absurdities and madness. 


22 
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And I have found something more bitter than death: 
It is a woman whose hearth is traps and snares, 
And whose hands are bands; 
He who pleases God may escape her; 
But the sinner may be captured by her. 
See this I have found, says Coheleth: 
Adding one to one to find out the account. 
That which my mind was seeking though I found not: - 
Out of a thousand one man have I found; 
Amidst all these one woman seek I still, 
But see what I have found:— 
That God made human nature right, 


But they invented art against nature. 
CH. VIII. 
Sa se 
Danger of life at court. 


Who is as the wise man? 
And who knows how to explain a thing? 
A man’s wisdom illumines his face 


While impudence changes his face. 


I say: keep the king’s command; 


By reason, of the oath before God. 


Be not hasty to go out of his presence; 
Persist not in an evil thing; 


For he does whatever he pleases. 
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A kings mandate is supreme; 

And who dare say to him: what are you doing? 
He who keeps a commandment will never know disgrace; 
A wise intelect discerns the favourable moment, 
And the right opportunity when to act. 
For in every case there is a favourable moment, 

And a proper method of acting. 

i oa 
No resistance against dead, 

O, how great is the misery upon man ! 

For he knows not what it shall be, 

Nor when it shall be, who can tell him? 

No man has power over the wind, 

To control the wind; 

He has no power over the day of death, 

Nor is there a furlough in time of war; 

Nor will villainy deliver its possessor. 

oie SEE Fens 
Complete injustice of the world. 

I observed all this when I applied my heart, 
To all the things that are done under the sun; 
At a time when man rules over man to his hurt. 

Thus, I have seen the wicked buried:— 
The funeral proceeds in stately procession from the 

holy place (¢emple); 
And are praised in the city for their good deeds. 
O vanity ! 
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Because promt judgment does not follow evil; 
Therefore men allow themselves te practice evil. 


Though a sinner does evil a hundred times and 
prolongs life, 
Yet I know, that it shall be well with those who 
fear God; 


Who stand in awe before him. 


but it shall not be well with the wicked, 
Nor shall he prolong his days, like a shadow; 
Because he feared not God. 


sa 


Vo good exept to eat and be merry. 


This is the enigma that occurs upon the earth: 
There are good men who are treated according the 
deeds of the wicked; 
And bad men who are treated according the deeds 
of the upright, 
And I exclaimed: this, certainly, is enigmatic ! 


Then I extolled pleasure: 
Since there is nothing better for a man under the sun, 
Except to eat, drink and be merry; 
And that this should accompany him for his toil, 
During all the days of his life that God has given 
to him under the sun. 


No kuman philosophy can solve the problem of life, 


yet he makes the effort. 


When I applied my heart to know wisdom, 
And to comprehend the phenomena that are produced 
upon the earth; 


— Even if day and night one refuses sleep to his eyes — 
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I discovered in all the works of God, 
That man is not able to fathom the work which 
happen under the sun; 
Whatever effort a man may make to search he will 
not fathom it; 
And even if a sage will assert: ,,I know !’’ 


He, realy, has not been able to fathom it. 
CH. IX. 


For all this I have given my heart, 
To explain all this: 
That the righteous and the wise and their works, 
Are in the hand of God; 
Love as well as hatred men do not know, 
All is before them. 


All come alike to all: one destiny; 

The just, the vile, the good, the pure, 
The one with sin defiled; 

The sacrificer as to him who sacrifice not, 


The perjurer as to him who respects an oath. 


This is the greatest evil of all that exists under the sun; 
That there should be but one destiny for all; 

Therefore the hearth of mankind are also full of evil; 
Folly dwells in their hearts while they live, 

And — after that — the dead. | 
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4 For to him who is enjoined with the living there is hope, 
A living dog has greater worth than a lion dead. 
eg, ee 
No participation iu this world’s work after dead, 
5 The living know that they must die, 
But the dead know not any thing; 
Neither have they any more reward, 
For the memory of them is forgotten, 
6 Also their loves, their hatreds, and their rivalries, 
Have perished a jong time since, 
And they have no more any portion, forever, 
In all that is done under the sun. 
3 
Get all the good you can in this world. No work 
or scheme in ,,Sheol’’, 
7 Come, then, eat your food with pleasure, 
And drink your wine with good humor; 
For God has already accepted your works. 
8 Let your garments always be white; 
And your hair never lack ointment. 
4 Enjoy life with the wife you can love, 
All the days of your vain life; 
Which God has given to you under the sun, 
That is all the days of your frivolous existence, 
For that is your only portion in life. 
The price of your labor which you have performed 


under the sun 


ECCLESIASTES CH. 9. 
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13 
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Whatever your hand finds to do, 
Do it with all your might; 
For there, in Sheol (grave), where you are going, 
There is no activity, no skill, no knowledge and 
no philosophy. 
ea. eee 
No certainty in human affairs or in human efforts. 
Again I saw under the sun:— 
That the race is not to the swift; 
Nor victory to the strong; 
Nor bread to the wise; 
Nor wealth to the skilful; 
Nor favor to the prudent; 
For circumstances and incidents rules them all. 


; For man also knows not his opportunity: 


Like fishes caught in a cruel net, 
Or like birds caught in a trap; 
So are men caught at a cruel time, 
When it falls suddenly upon them. 
pa |. Maree 
Merit is not in tts place. How little it is recognised 

A little folly may render it ineffectual. 
Here is an example of wisdom, 
As I saw it under the sun, 
And which impressed me greatly. 
A little city with a few men; 

. A monarch great invading; 


Besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it. 
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15 A poor wise man was found in it, 
And he, by his wisdom, delivered the city; 
Yet, no one remembered that poor wise man. 
16 Then I made the following reflections: — 
,, Wisdom is better than strength. 
But a poor man’s wisdom is despised; 
And to his counsels all ears are closed.’’ 
17 Words of the wise in quiet are heard, 
More than the shouts of him that rules over fools. 
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: 
But one blunder destroyes much good. 
Ch. 10 
1 A dead fly corrupts precious ointment; 
And a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor. 
wis Y poe 
Maxims. 
2 Right lies the heart of the wise man; 
Left lies the heart of the foolish. 
3 


Even by the way as the fool walks, 
his understanding fails; 
And to every one he meets, 


his folly he proclaims. 
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4 If the temper of the ruler rises up against you, 
Leave not your position; 


For soothing pacifies great offences. 


5 Another evil that I have seen under the sun, 


Regarded as an error proceeding from the government. 


6 Folly set in great dignity; 
While nobles are seated in humble places, 


7 I have seen servants on horses; 


While princes, like servants, walking on foot. 
EEE ee 


Danger in the ordinary avocation of life. 
8 Who digs a pit, may fall in it; 
And who breaks a wall, a serpent may bite him. 


9 Who quarries stones may be hurt by them; 
And who fells trees is endangered by them. 


10 If the iron is blunt, 
Edge not sharpened; 
Exert more strength, 


For real success — forethought. 
winog OE ate 


Speech of the wise — speech of the foolish. 
1l If a serpent stings for lack of charming, 


Then there is no advantage in the charmer. 
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12 Words of the wise are graceful. 
But a fool’s words are harmful. 
13 His words in folly that began, 
In raving madness end; 
14 A fool is full of words. 
A man can never know what shall be, 
Nor that which shall be after him, who can tell him? 
15 The labor of fools weary him, 
Who knows not how to go to town, (‘or education). 
To em 
Coruption of the king and court, Fear of the police. 
16 Woe to you, O land, whose king is a child, 
And whose princes revel till morning. 
17 Happy are you, O land, when your king is of 
noble birth, 
And your princes eat in due season, 
For strength and not for revelry. 
18 Through slothfulness the building goes to ruin, 
And through idleness, the house leaks. 
19 For merriment they make a feast, 


Wine to gladden life; 
And (guédlic) funds answers both. 


ECCLESIASTES CH. 10. 11. 
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Ch. il 


Course not the king even in your thought, 
Nor the rich man in your bed-chamber; 


For a bird of the sky may carry your voice, 


And he who has wings may reveal your secret. 


— 38 — 


To understand how to speculate in business. To proceed 


without prevision when it is a question of the 


source of life. 
Cast your bread upon the waters, 


For you shall find it after many days, 


Devide a portion into seven, 
And even into eight, 
For you know not what evil may happen on 
the earth. 


When the heavens are charged with clouds, 
A shower of rain will occur; 
When a tree falls southward or northward, 


Wherever it falls — there it will remain. 


He that watches the wind will not sow, 
And he who looks for the clouds will not mow. 


5 As you know not the cause of the wind, 
Nor the bones of the embryo in a pregnant woman, 


So you know not the action of God, 
Who makes all. 
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6 Sow your seed in the morning, 
And let not your hand rest in the evening; 
For you know not which will prosper, 
This — that, or both alike will do well. 


7 Truly light is sweet! 


And a pleasure for the eyes to see the sun. 


8 If many years are man’s, rejoice in them all, 
And let him remember the dark days, which will 
be many, 


All that coming vanity. 
Pre eee 
Old age. The dissolving of the earthly house. 
Ze Young man, enjoy your youth! 
And delight your heart while young! 
Walk in the ways of your heart; 
According the caprices of your eyes. 


{But know that for all these things God will bring 
you into judgment.|] 


10 Remove sorrow from your heart; 
Put away suffering from your body; 
(Haste) for youth and freshness pass away quickly. 


Ch. 12 


1 [Remember your creater in the days of your youth] 
Before the evil days come nigh, 


ECCLESIASTES CH. 12. 33 


And before the years draw near, when you will say: 


,,. have no pleasure in them’’. 


Before sun and light are obscured, 
And the moon and stars are darkened, 


And the elouds return after the rain. 


When the guards of the house will tremble, 
And the strong men wil bow down, 
And the grinders will cease because they are few. 
And the light of the windows be dim, 


And the doors shall be shut in the street, 
For the sound of the grinding is low. 
When the chirp of a bird alarms; 


And singers — depress. 


Also afraid of a hight, 
Of terrors on the roadway; 


The almond tree blooms (w&z?te), 
The grasshopper burdensome, 
And the caper-berry ineffectual: 


For man goes to his eternal home, 
And the mourners walk around the street: 
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6 Before the silver cord is severed; 
The golden lamp broken; 
The pitcher shattered at the spring; 
And the wheel crushed at the cistern. 


7 When dust returns to dust, 
As it was; 
And the spirit return to God, 
Who gave it, 


8 Vanity of vanities; (says Coheleth) 
(Vanity of vanities); 
All — vanity. 


ts 


The compiler praising Coheleth. The grand conclusion, 


g And further, because Coheleth was wise, 
He continued to teach the people; 
While he tested, examined and arranged many proverbs. 


10 Coheleth sought to find beautiful words; 
Uprightly written; maxims of truth. 


il Words of the wise are as goads; 
As nails fastened — masters of assemblies; 


Gived by one shepherd. 
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As for more (d00%s) than these!), my son, be warned, 
For many composed books have no aim, 


And much study is a weariness of the flesh 
THE GREAT CONCLUSION HEAR! 


Fear God, 
Keep his command; 
Fer this is the whole duty of mankind. 


For God will bring into judgement every act: 
— Concerning every secret thought — 
Whether good or bad. D 


Fear God, 
Keep his command; 


Fer this is the whole duty of mankind. 


SS 


1) This is a warning against other beoks than the Bible. 


it may refer against rival writings as wisdom of Solomon 


and B. §S. (so Krochmol), or against heathen writings, as the 


300 volumes of Epicurus, or of his desciple Apolodorus, num- 
bering 400 vol. and other like writings, likely to unsettle the 
faith of a young man. Plumptre. 
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